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I invite the reader to join me in congratulating both the
father and the son. The country has every reason to be proud
of both, and where youths show the courage that Govind has
shown, the result of the struggle is a certainty.
LALAJI'S LETTER
At last the trial of Lala Lajapat Rai, Pandit Santanam, Malek
Lalkhan and Dr. Gopichand is over. Lalaji and Pandit Santanam
have eighteen months each and Malek Lalkhan and Dr. Gopichand
sixteen months each.1 The conviction was a certainty notwith-
standing the farce of forcing on the distinguished prisoners a counsel
for their defence even in the teeth of their protest. Just before
the sentence was pronounced Lalaji was able to send me the
following cheerful note:2
Very many thanks for your affectionate note and the message. . .
I never went on hunger strike because I am opposed to any fuss for the
sake of comfort. ... I am engaged in compiling the History of India,
Hindu Period, for the use of national schools and national colleges.
Santanam is making very good use of his time by studying Sanskrit and
religious books. I had been informed of what was done at Ahmedabad
and about the Round Table Conference. Please do not be influenced by
our "troubles" in arriving at any decision about principles. Rest as-
sured we are prepared to suffer for any length of time and in every way
to achieve what we desire. Now that we are in for it, we should see it
through.
Let us hope that Lalaji and Pandit Santanam will be per-
mitted to continue their studies. I would venture to suggest to
him and his comrades that they copy the example of Messrs
Shaukat Ali and Rajagopalachari and their companions and add
the spinning-wheel to their literary pursuits. I promise that both
the History of Lalaji and the Sanskrit studies of Pandit Santanam
will in no way suffer for the change of occupation.
I commend Lalaji5 s reference to the proposed Round Table
Conference to those public men who, actuated by the finest instinct
in man, are trying to hasten a settlement for the purpose of secur-
ing the discharge of the prisoners who are in jail for the crime of
loving their country and obeying the voice of conscience. We
may put no obstacles in the way of an honourable settlement, but
we would be unjust to the imprisoned patriots if out of considera-
tion for their bodily comforts, we were hustled into an unsatis-
1 Lajpat Rai and Santanam were sentenced on January 7? 1921,
2 Only excerpts reproduced here